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Non-profit Professional Discussion Panel  

Panelist Biographies  
 

Alana Stimes 

Program Manager  

Opportunity Corps, Serve Minnesota Action Network 

Alana has been a Program Manager with Minnesota Opportunity Corps since the summer of 2013. 

Previously, she was an Employment and Business Development Specialist with RESOURCE, Inc. She 

also considers herself an Ameri-guru: she served for three years in AmeriCorps! Her first two years 

were with the Minnesota Literacy Council serving adult English language learners, and her last year 

was spent as a VISTA Leader with the Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation, helping them to build 

their VISTA program. Alana is certified as a Global Career Development Facilitator (GCDF) Instructor 

and has a bachelor's degree from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in International Studies and 

Spanish. In her free time, you can find her cooking with her husband, enjoying the outdoors (when it's 

warm), and hurriedly preparing for a new baby girl to join her household in April! 

 

Christine Durand  

Advancement Officer  

Minnesota Environmental Partnership 

 

Christine joined Minnesota Environmental Partnership in 2014 and leads the fundraising and strategic 

communications work of the organization. This includes working with the Board of Directors to 

ensure that the organization meets revenue goals to support its mission. Christine was previously the 

Marketing and Communications Director with Minnesota Council of Nonprofits, and worked as 

Development Communications Director for Planned Parenthood. She has a B.A. in Journalism from 

Drake University and an M.P.A. in Public and Nonprofit Leadership from the Humphrey School of 

Public Affairs at the University of Minnesota. She volunteers with numerous area nonprofits.   

 

David Miller  

Director of Volunteer Programs  

Neighbors, Inc.  

 

David has been the Director of Volunteer Programs at Neighbors, Inc. since 2008. Prior to his work at 

Neighbors, Inc., David was a Program Coordinator at the Minnesota Alliance with Youth, a Program 

Director at the Volunteer Center of Marathon County, a UNICEF Communications Consultant in 

Albania, and he also served with AmeriCorps as a Community Health Specialist with Bloomington 

Public Health. David also taught a career management course with National American University. He 

is very knowledgeable about job interviews and professionalism related to acquiring jobs. David has a 

M.A. in Organizational Management from Concordia University.  
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Nick Stuber  

Research Associate  

Amherst H. Wilder Foundation  

 

Nick works on a variety of research and evaluation studies in human services, including children’s 

health and public health related initiatives. He assists in designing and implementing program 

evaluations and research, drawing on qualitative and quantitative methods. Prior to joining Wilder 

Research, Nick worked as an AmeriCorps*VISTA with the city of Dubuque Human Rights Department 

and the University of Iowa Center for Human Rights. His research interests include nonprofit and 

public capacity building, social policy, and civic engagement. Nick has a master's degree in Public 

Policy from the University of Minnesota, Hubert H. Humphrey School of Public Affairs, and a 

bachelor's degree in Political Science from Beloit College. 

 

Rebecca Noecker  

Outreach and Partnerships Director  

AchieveMpls 

 

After two years with Teach for America, Rebecca worked as an education program officer for the 

Baton Rouge Area Foundation and led a coalition of community partners to create a technical 

education program for over-age youth. She also served as a program development manager for Teach 

for India, where she was involved with recruitment, training, curriculum development, and civic 

engagement. Rebecca is a graduate of Harvard University. 

 

Trisha Reinwald  

Vice President of Member Services  

MACC CommonWealth  

 

Trisha works across all MACC CommonWealth services as an advocate and connecting point for 

members and prospective members. She leads member engagement through technology and 

communications, and develops support strategies that help members get the most out of their suite 

of services. Trisha’s career has long been in associations and capacity-building nonprofits in the Twin 

Cities community. Immediately prior to joining CommonWealth she was Executive Director of the 

Minnesota Jaycees. Prior to that she held Program Assistant roles with Higher Education Consortium 

for Urban Affairs (HECUA) and the Minnesota Council of Nonprofits. She holds a M.A. in Nonprofit 

Management from Hamline University and a BA in Political Science from St. Olaf College. Trisha 

served two terms on the national board of Young Nonprofit Professionals Network (YNPN) and was a 

founder of the Twin Cities chapter of YNPN.  


