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The Minnesota Literacy Council created this curriculum with 
funding from the MN Department of Education. We invite you 

to adapt it for your own classrooms.  
 

 

 

Intermediate Level (CASAS reading scores of 201-220) 

 

Shopping: Week 1 

 
Unit Overview 
This is a 2-week unit where students will become familiar with different forms of payment 
(cash, check/debit, credit) and the pros/cons to each. They will read informational paragraphs 
and determine the author’s intent, as well as what the main idea and supporting ideas are. 
Students will also practice purchasing and returning items, and determine the purpose of 
return policies and warranties. 
 
Focus of Week 1 

 Discussing different payment methods 

 Reading informational paragraphs and determining the author’s purpose (to entertain, 
persuade, or inform) 

 Applying for and “using” credit cards  

 Purchasing items at a checkout 

 Constructing “if-then” conditional statements 
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Shopping Unit: Week 1, Monday  
 

Objectives Learners will be able to… Materials 
Life skill/Literacy: Read short informational paragraphs 
related to shopping. 
Listening/speaking: Ask and respond to simple wh-
questions.  
Transitions: Determine the author’s purpose of a short 
paragraph using a graphic organizer 
Grammar: Construct if-then conditional statements using 
pictures. 

 

Make Student Copies 

 Handout: Graphic Organizer 

 Handout: Writing Bad Checks 

 Handout: If-then Conditional Statements 
 
Make Single Copies or Reference 

 Volunteer Manual, 2012: Ball Toss, p. 46 

 Cash is Best 
 
Props, Technology, or Other Resources 

 ELMO or overhead projector 
 

 

Lesson Plan 
 
Warm up: Listening/Speaking (20mins)  
Description: Ss will write their answers to questions about shopping and then do the ball toss to ask/answer 
them. 
Materials/Prep: reference Volunteer Manual, 2012: Ball Toss, p. 46. 
 
Activity 1: Life Skill/Literacy/Transitions (50mins) 
Description: Ss will read two paragraphs about cash and checks and determine the author’s purpose 
(entertain, inform, persuade) with a graphic organizer. 
Materials/Prep:  copies of Graphic Organizer and Writing Bad Checks; one copy of Cash is Best; ELMO or 
overhead projector. 

 
Activity 2: Grammar (30mins) 
Description: Ss will look at pictures and write “if-then” sentences about them. 
Materials/Prep: copies of If-then Conditional Statements; ELMO or overhead projector 
 
Wrap-up:  
Time permitting, ask Ss what they learned today and write their answers on the board. 
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Teacher Directions:  Warm Up 

 Materials:  Volunteer Manual, 2012: Ball Toss, p. 46; Pretest 

Step 1: Prep  

Write these questions on the board before your Ss arrive: 

 

1. Do you like to shop? 

2. What things do you like to buy? 

3. Do you pay with cash, check, or credit card? 

4. Do you think credit cards are good, bad, or both? Explain your answer. 

 

Step 2: Writing 

Have your Ss read each question on the board; then briefly discuss what the question is asking and 

how to respond to it. Then tell your class to write down their answers to the questions in their 

notebooks. Allow them 10 minutes for this. This will provide a buffer for the late Ss. 

 

Step 3: Ball Toss 

Do the ball toss to go over the questions/answers. Reference the Volunteer Manual, 2012: Ball 

Toss, p. 46 if necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Directions:  Activity 1: Literacy/Transitions 

 Materials:  Graphic Organizer, Cash is Best, Writing Bad Checks; ELMO or overhead projector 

 

Step 1: Setting the Context  

Ask your class what the three major forms of payment are in the US  cash, credit, check/debit. 

Honor any valid answers and write them on the board; supply any they didn’t know. Ask your Ss to 

tell you what each form is and how it is helpful/not helpful when shopping (i.e., cash is good 

because you only spend as much as you have; cash is bad because it could get stolen). 

 

Step 2: Author’s Purpose: entertain, inform, persuade 

 Write the word “entertain” on the board and ask your class if they know what it means. If they 

don’t, ask them if a movie entertains them  Is it fun to watch? Does it take your mind off of 

work or school? This is “entertainment”. “Entertainment” is the noun; “entertain” is the verb. 

(Perhaps have a brief discussion of what a noun and verb are.)  
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 Then write “inform” on the board and ask if anyone knows what that means. If they don’t, ask 

them what the purpose of the news is  to tell you things, tell you what’s happening in the 

world. Explain that “to tell” means “to inform”. “Information” is the noun; “inform” is the verb. 

 Finally, write “persuade” on the board and see if anyone knows what that means. If they don’t, 

tell them a little story about a child who didn’t want to eat his beans, but his parents told him 

that if he did, he would grow big muscles. The boy then ate his beans. His mom “persuaded” the 

boy to eat them. “Persuade” means to “change someone’s mind”. “Persuasion” is the noun; 

“persuade” is the verb.  

 

Explain that they are going to read a few paragraphs and will have to determine the author’s 

purpose: is it to “entertain”, inform”, or “persuade”.  

 

Pass out the Graphic Organizer worksheet and project Cash is Best 

on the board. Ask your class what they think the paragraph is going 

to be about just by looking at the title and pictures. Discuss their 

answers. Then define the key words as a class. Next, read the 

paragraph for your class; then have them read it along with you. 

Afterwards, call on different Ss to read the sentences. 

 

Next, ask your class what the purpose of the paragraph was – to 

entertain (make you laugh), to inform (teach you something), or 

persuade (tell you why something is good or bad)  ASNWER: to 

persuade. As a class, discuss what the author was trying to persuade her readers 

on  that using cash is good. Have your Ss write this summary under the correct 

column on their graphic organizer for “paragraph 1”. 

 

Then put Ss in pairs and pass out the Writing Bad Checks handout.  

Consider pairing a stronger student with a weaker one.  Tell them 

to read it out loud together, twice, before determining what the 

purpose of the paragraph is. Once they think they know the 

purpose (to entertain, inform, or persuade) explain that they need 

to write a short summary about what that paragraph is about (i.e., 

it is not good to write bad checks) and put it under the correct 

column in their graphic organizer. Circle around the room and assist 

where necessary. NOTE: This activity might prove challenging. 

 

Step 3: Checking Comprehension 

Once almost everyone has finished, regroup and project the handout on the board. Read it together 

as a class. Then have select Ss come up to the board and match the definitions. Afterwards, discuss 

the author’s purpose and fill out the graphic organizer. 
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Teacher Directions:  Activity 2: Grammar 

 Materials:  If-then Conditional Statements; ELMO or overhead projector 

 

Step 1: Setting the Context  

Project the first page of the If-then Conditional Statements handout on 

the board and only show the first pair of pictures (rain/umbrella). Say 

to your Ss: What is happening in the first picture? (it is raining). Then 

ask them: ÍF it is raining, THEN what do you need? (an umbrella). Read 

the complete sentence for your class – putting emphasis on the “if” and 

“then”, and have your Ss repeat after you: IF it is raining, THEN you 

need an umbrella.  

 

Do the next two examples on the handout in the same way. 

 

Step 2: Explaining the Grammar Rule 

Tell your class that “IF-then statements” explain what COULD happen when REAL events occur:  

 

(A) = rain; (B) = umbrella  IF (A), THEN (B). 

 

NOTE: This is an oversimplification of the grammar point, but this is all they need to know for the 

purpose of this activity so keep it simple. 

 

Step 3: Practicing the Rule 

Pass out the three-page If-then Conditional Statements handout to your Ss and have them work on 

it independently or in pairs. 

 

Afterwards, project the second and third pages of the 

handout on the board and have Ss share their 

sentences with the class. NOTE: There will be a 

variety of answers, so honor any that make sense. 

Explain to your class ahead of time that there isn’t 

one “correct” answer because a variety of “then” 

scenarios are always possible. 

 

Step 5: Practicing in Context - extension 

Time permitting, project the paragraph on Writing Bad Checks on the board and tell your class to 

find all of the “if-then” statements. Call up students one at a time and have them circle the 

statements. Discuss what they mean.  
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Graphic Organizer 
 

 
 

 

Paragraph 1 

Paragraph 2 
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Cash is best 

Look at the title and pictures. What do you think the paragraph is going to be about? 

 

 
 

 

Key words 

cash 

budget 

withdraw 

checking account 

 

 

 

Paying with cash is good. If you pay with cash, then it is easier to stay on a budget. For 

example, if you spend $400 a month on food, then you could withdraw $400 cash from 

your checking account each month. You then could use this cash to buy food. You 

wouldn’t spend this money on clothes or gas; only food. This is how you can stay on 

your budget! 
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Writing bad checks 

Look at the title and pictures. What do you think the story will be about? Write your 

answer here: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

                    
 

Match the key words to the correct definition 

 

Key words    Definitions 
 

checks    an amount charged someone 

checking account   a written order to a bank to pay for something 

bad check    a bank account that checks can be written from 

fee a check written for more than what is in a checking 

account 

 

 

It is good to avoid writing bad checks so you don’t lose money. Checks are connected 

to your checking account. They are like cash. When you write a check for $75, it is like 

giving the cashier seventy-five dollars in cash. However, you need to make sure there is 

$75 in your checking account; otherwise you will write a bad check. If you only have 

$50 in your checking account, then you can only write a check for $50 or less. If you 

write a bad check, then your bank will charge you a fee. You do not want this. 

Therefore, you should always know how much money is in your checking account so 

you can avoid writing bad checks. 
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If-then Conditional Statements 

If it rains,     then you need an umbrella 

            
 

If it rains, then you need an umbrella.                                                                                  

 
 

If you go grocery shopping, then  

   
 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If  your baby cries,   then 

                
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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If you have a flat tire,    then

   

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If you have no food,   then 

     

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

If your child is sick,    then 

      
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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If        then 
 

   

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If        then 

   
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

If        then

   
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Shopping Unit: Week 1, Tuesday  
 

Objectives Learners will be able to… Materials 
Literacy: Respond to simple written wh-questions. 
Listening: Listen to a short paragraph and identify the 
author’s purpose (to entertain, persuade, inform). 
Transitions/Life Skill: Calculate interest rates and monthly 
fees using a calculator. 
Grammar: Construct if-then statements for accuracy and 
fluency. 

 

Make Student Copies 

 Handout: If-then Conditional Statements 

 Handout: Maria’s Bad Day 

 Handout: Credit Card Vocabulary 

 Handout: Do the Math 
 
Make Single Copies or Reference 

 Volunteer Manual, 2012: Walking Dictation, p. 59 

 Walking Dictation (cut out pictures) 
 
Props, Technology, or Other Resources 

 ELMO or overhead projector 
 Scissors and tape 

 

 

Lesson Plan 
 
Warm-up/Review: Grammar (30mins)  
Directions: Ss will construct if-then statements for accuracy (worksheet) and fluency (walking dictation). 
Materials/Prep: copies of If-then Conditional Statements and one copy of Walking Dictation; Volunteer 
Manual, 2012: Walking Dictation, p. 59; scissors, tape; ELMO or overhead projector 
 
Activity 1: Listening /Literacy (30-40mins) 
Description: Ss will listen to a paragraph for the general idea and then determine the purpose of the 
paragraph – to entertain, persuade, or inform; they will also answer comprehension questions. 
Materials/Prep:  copies of Maria’s Bad Day; ELMO or overhead projector. 

 
Activity 2: Life Skill/Transitions (45mins) 
Description: Ss will match new credit card vocabulary to their definitions and then calculate interest rates and 
monthly fees. 
Materials/Prep: copies of Credit Card Vocabulary and Do the Math; ELMO or overhead projector. 
 
Wrap-Up 
Time permitting, have Ss get into pairs and write down 5 things they learned in class. Share afterwards. 
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Teacher Directions:  Review: Grammar 

 Materials: If-then Conditional Statements, Walking Dictation; 

Volunteer Manual, 2012: Walking Dictation, p. 59; scissors, tape; 

ELMO or overhead projector 

 

Step 1: Prep 

Cut out the pictures on the Walking Dictation handout and tape them 

around the room or out in the hallway. Then reference Volunteer 

Manual, 2012: Walking Dictation, p. 59. 

 

Step 2: Introduce the Activity 

Pass out the If-then Conditional Statements 

handout as Ss come in. They did this worksheet 

yesterday so this is review. Walk around the room 

and assist where necessary, explaining the 

grammar concept along the way. Allow 15 

minutes to work on this worksheet. This will 

provide a buffer for the late Ss. 

 

Step 3: Accuracy Review 

After about 15 minutes, regroup and go over the 

handout as a class. Project the first page on the 

board and cover up everything except for the rain/umbrella pictures. Have your Ss read this 

sequence of clauses for you; then discuss what the sentence means, as well as the concept of “if-

then” (i.e., if = possibility; then = what would happen if the first possibility did occur). Go over the 

rest of the sentences together, explaining that there isn’t one right answer for each set of pictures, 

as there are multiple things that could happen for each “if” scenario. 

 

Step 4: Fluency Review 

Put the Ss into pairs. Pair up a stronger student with a weaker one. Explain what they need to do for 

the Walking dictation: one student is the “runner” (this should be the weaker one – you assign who 

this is; if you don’t know, then it doesn’t matter who is the “runner”) needs to run and look at the 

first picture and “if” clause, then run back to their partner and say the clause; that partner, the 

“writer”, (the stronger student)will then write down what they hear, and so on. After they’re done 

with all of the “if clauses”, they need to finish the sentences. The first team to finish wins!  

 

Afterwards, have the winning team share their sentences. Have the rest of the class listen for 

whether they’re correct or not. 
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Teacher Directions:  Activity 1: Listening/Literacy 

 Materials:  Maria’s Bad Day; ELMO or overhead projector 

 

Step 1: Setting the context 

Write these questions on the board:  

1. What are the pros and cons to using cash?  

2. What are the pros and cons to using checks?  

Pair up Ss and assign half of your class to answer the first question and the other half to answer the 

second question. Tell them to come up with at least 2 pros and 2 cons. 

 

After about 5-7 minutes regroup as a class and go over the Ss’ answers. Also talk about which form 

of payment they think is better. 

 

Finally, ask Ss if anyone has a credit card and whether they think credit cards are good and/or bad. 

Discuss this briefly, as well as any pros/cons to using credit cards. 

 

Step 2: Listening 

Tell your class that you are going to read a paragraph to them, and 

that they have to listen for the “general idea” of the paragraph. 

Then read the paragraph on Maria’s Bad Day for your Ss. Read it as 

many times as necessary. Afterwards, discuss what they think the 

general idea was. 

 

Step 3: Reading 

Review these terms (they refer to an author’s intent when writing): 

to entertain, inform, persuade. Then pass out Maria’s Bad Day to 

your class and have them read it twice before answering the 

questions below. As they finish, pair them up together to check 

answers. Have them read the paragraph together first before comparing answers. 

 

Once almost everyone is finished, project the handout on the board and go over the questions and 

answers. 
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Teacher Directions:  Activity 2: Life Skill/Transitions 

 Materials:  Credit Card Vocabulary, Do the Math; ELMO or overhead projector; calculators 

 

Step 1: Setting the context 

Project the picture of the credit card 

to the right and ask your class what 

it is. Then ask your class the 

following questions: 

 

1. What is the credit card number? 

2. What is the expiration date?  

3. What kind of credit card is this – 

VISA, American Express, etc? 

 

Step 2: Credit Card Vocab 

Project the first page of the Credit Card 

Vocabulary handout on the board. Cover up 

all of the terms except for the first one. Ask 

your Ss what they think it means. Try to come 

up with a definition together as a class. If it’s 

too difficult, reveal the definition below the 

word. Read it for them and then have your Ss 

read it with you. Discuss. Do this for all of the 

vocab words on the page. 

 

Then pass out the handout (with the matching 

exercise, page 2, face up) and tell your Ss to 

match the vocab words to their definitions. After everyone has finished, project this page on the 

board and call up Ss to draw lines and match the words to their definition. 

 

Step 3: Applying the words 

Pass out calculators. Write this formula on the board: 

 

$100 balance 

5% monthly interest 

 

Ask your Ss how much the interest is on a $100 charge. If someone gets the answer correct, have 

them come up to the board and explain how they did the math. Then put the calculator on the 

ELMO if possible and show your class how to calculate the interest: 100 X .05 = $5  

 

Do a few more examples with your class on the board: $1000 credit limit, $25%; $5000 2%; etc. 
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When you feel like your class has the hang of this, pair Ss up 

and pass out the Do the Math handout. Have them work on it 

together while you walk around the room helping when 

necessary. NOTE: This activity will most likely be challenging, 

as your Ss not only have to navigate the English, but then they 

have to apply that to math skills.  

 

Afterwards, bring everyone back together again and go over 

the handout. 

 

Step 5: Vocab and Grammar in Context – time permitting 

Have your Ss look for and circle all of the vocab words in the 

first paragraph of Do the Math. Then, ask them what the 

words mean. Do this for all of the paragraphs. 

 

Afterwards, have your Ss find and circle the if-then statements in the paragraphs. 
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If-then Conditional Statements 

If it rains,     then you need an umbrella 

            
 

If it rains, then you need an umbrella.                                                                                  

 
 

If you go grocery shopping, then  

   
 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If  your baby cries,   then 

                
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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If you have a flat tire,    then

   

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If you have no food,   then 

     

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

If your child is sick,    then 

      

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Walking Dictation 

     
If your child is sick,  If you have no food, 

                                   
 

If your baby cries,  If it snows, 
 

   

If your kitchen is dirty, 
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Maria’s Bad Day 

Read the paragraph and then answer the questions below. 

 

Maria works at a school. The doors at her school are locked. The doors are locked to keep the 

children safe. One day, a thief got in to the school. He stole Maria’s purse! Maria was so sad 

because she had credit cards in her purse. She called the credit card companies to report the 

problem. They told her the man had already charged $2000 on both credit cards! Luckily she 

had theft protection. She therefore didn’t have to pay for the charges. Maria was happy, but 

she still felt angry at the man. “What goes around comes around,” she thought. 

 

 

1. What is the purpose of this paragraph – to inform, persuade, or entertain? 

 

 

 

2. Why didn’t Maria have to pay for the charges? 

 

 

 

3. How much did the thief charge on both of her credit cards? 

 

 

 

4. What do you think, What goes around comes around, means? 

 

 

 

 

5. Have your credit cards ever been stolen? 
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Credit Card Vocabulary 
 

Credit card limit 

 

The total amount the credit card company will allow you to spend 

 

Interest    

 

The price for borrowing money 

 

Debt    

 

Money that is owed or due 

 

Balance   

 

The total amount you must pay on a credit card 

 

Minimum payment  

 

The smallest amount you must pay each month  

 

Expiration date  

 

The date your credit card can no longer be used 

 

Credit card number  

 

The unique number on the front of a credit card 

 

Late fee   

 

The amount owed if the minimum payment is not made each month 

 

Annual fee   

 

The amount owed each year in order to use a credit card
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Match the vocab words to their correct definition  

 

 

Credit card limit   The price for borrowing money 

 

 

Interest The total amount the credit card company will allow you to 

spend 

  

Debt     The smallest amount you must pay each month  

 

 

Balance    The total amount you must pay on a credit card 

 

 

Minimum payment   Money that is owed or due 

 

 

Expiration date The amount owed if the minimum payment is not made 

each month 

 

 

Credit card number   The amount owed each year in order to use a credit card 

 

 

Late fee    The date your credit card can no longer be used 

 

 

Annual fee    The unique number on the front of a credit card 
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Do the Math 

Read each paragraph below and use your calculator to solve the math problem 

 

 

John has a VISA credit card. The maximum amount he can spend is $1500. His current balance is 

$750. He can only pay $500 this month. He therefore will have to pay interest on $250. His 

interest rate is 5% this month.  

 

How much interest will John have to pay? ___________________________________________ 

 

 

Julia’s credit card is going to expire soon. Its expiration date is July 1, 2014. When it expires, she 

wants to get a new credit card with a lower interest rate. Her current interest rate is 15%. 

Julia’s current balance is $1000.   

 

How much interest will Julia have to pay? ___________________________________________ 

 

 

Matt has an American Express REWARDS credit card. If he spends money with his credit card, 

then he gets “rewards”. The rewards are things like magazines, gas cards, etc. If he wants to 

continue using this card, then he needs to pay an annual fee. His annual fee is $150. He must 

pay this every year to keep using the credit card.  

 

How much will Matt have to pay to use the credit card for 2 years? ______________________ 

 

 

Susan has reached her credit card balance of $5000. She can’t use the credit card until she pays 

back some money. If she can’t pay any money, then she will continue to earn interest. Her 

monthly interest rate is 8%. She will also get charged a $25 late fee each month. 

 

How much interest will Susan pay? ________________________________________________ 

 

How much money will Susan get charged if she is 6 months late? ________________________ 
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Shopping Unit: Week 1, Wednesday   
 

Objectives Learners will be able to… Materials 
Life skill: Respond to cashier questions and small talk at 
checkout. 
Literacy: Read and write a dialogue between a cashier and 
customer. 
Listening/speaking: Ask and respond to questions such as, 
“Would you like paper or plastic?” 
Grammar: Construct if-then conditional statements. 

Make Student Copies 

 Handout: Understanding Credit Cards 

 Handout: Applying for a Target REDcard 

 Handout: Target REDcard Application 

 Handout: If-then Conditional Statements 
 
Make Single Copies or Reference 

 Flyswatter Game (cut out sentences) 

 Target REDcards (cut out cards) 
 
Props, Technology, or Other Resources 

 ELMO or overhead projector 

 2 flyswatters 

 Scissors 

 

 

Lesson Plan 
 
Review (40mins)  
Description: Ss will read a credit card and answer questions; they will then review credit card vocabulary by 
playing the flyswatter game. 
Materials: copies of Understanding Credit Cards; one copy of Flyswatter Game; 2 flyswatters, scissors; ELMO 
or overhead projector. 
 
Activity 1: Life Skill/Literacy/Listening/Speaking (60mins) 
Description: Ss will read and answer questions about Target REDcards; then they will fill out an application for 
one; and finally, they will “use” one at Target.  
Materials/Prep:  multiple copies of Applying for a Target REDcard and Target REDcard Application; several 
copies of Target REDcards; scissors 
 
Activity 2: Grammar (15mins) 
*Time permitting* 
Description: Ss will review if-then statements. 
Materials: copies of If-then Statements 
 
Wrap-up 
Time permitting, ask Ss to write down the pros and cons to cash and credit cards. Tell them to write down one 
pro/con for each payment type. Then as they exit the classroom, mix up the questions (i.e., ask one student 
“What is a pro to carrying cash?” and the next student, “What is a con to carrying credit cards?”, etc.) 
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Teacher Directions:  Review 

 Materials:  Flyswatter Game, Understanding Credit Cards; 

flyswatters, scissors; ELMO or overhead projector 

 

Step 1: Prep 

Cut out the sentences on the Flyswatter Game handout. You will 

only need one set of sentence strips for the Flyswatter Game 

activity (Step 4). 

 

Step 2: Introduce the activity 

Pass out the Understanding Credit Cards as Ss come in. Allow 

them 10 minutes to work on this worksheet before regrouping 

and going over the answers together as a class. (This will allow a 

buffer for those late Ss.) 

 

Step 3: Checking Comprehension 

As Ss finish, pair them together to check answers. Otherwise if 

everyone is finished after 10 minutes, project a copy of the handout 

on the board and go over the answers: ask a student to read a 

question and then answer it. If he gets the answer right, have him 

come up to the board and circle where he found his answer on the 

credit card picture. 

 

Step 4: Reviewing the Vocab 

Write each vocab word on the Flyswatter Game handout on the board, one at a time, and ask your 

Ss what it means. If they can’t remember, then write the definition for them on the board. Read it 

together as a class and discuss. Do this for each of the vocabulary words. 

 

Then write the 9 vocab words on the board for the flyswatter game. Split the class into two teams 

and call two Ss from each team to come up to the board. Give them a flyswatter. Instruct one 

student from a team to read one of the sentence strips. The students at the board will have to listen 

for the definition and then SLAP the correct matching word on the board with their flyswatter. Do 

this until there is a winning team. 
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Teacher Directions:  Activity 1: Life Skill/Literacy/Listening/Speaking 

 Materials:  Target REDcards, Applying for a Target REDcard, Target REDcard Application; 

scissors 

 

Step 1: Prep 

Cut out as many of the Target REDcards as there are Ss. Since there 

are 6 on a page, if you have 12 Ss, you would need to make 2 copies of 

the handout. 

 

Step 2: Setting the Context 

Ask your Ss a series of questions about applying for credit cards – Was 

it easy/hard to apply? What did they have to do? How long did it take 

to get their credit card? Once they received the credit card could they 

use it right away? How did they activate it? etc. Discuss. 

 

Then ask your class if anyone shops at Target. Ask the ones who have 

if they pay with cash, check/debit card, or credit card when they shop 

there. Review what each of these payment methods is, especially the difference between a debit 

card and credit card. Then ask them if anyone has a Target credit card. Explain that this activity is 

going to walk them through the steps for applying for a Target REDcard.  

 

Step 3: Applying for a Credit Card 

Pass out the Applying for a Target REDcard 

handout and have Ss work on it in pairs. Walk 

around the room and assist where necessary. 

Once everyone is finished, go over the answers 

together as a class. 

 

Next, tell everyone that the final step to acquiring 

a credit card is actually filling out the application. 

Ask them what information they think they’ll 

have to provide  LOOK for them to SAY things like date of birth, name, address, etc. Finally ask 

them what they think “gross annual income” means. Discuss. 

 

Pass out the Target REDcard Application and have your Ss work on it 

independently. Once they’re finished, tell them to bring it up to you. 

Briefly glance over the information. If they got most of the 

information correct, give them a Target REDcard. If not, circle the 

sections they need to fix. After they fix the information, then give 

them a Target REDcard. 
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Step 4: Going to Target 

Tell your class that they are now going to “go to Target” and use their new Target REDcard. Have 

them generate a short list of things they want to buy at Target in their notebooks. 

 

Then ask them what they do once they have found all of the items on their list at the store  pay 

for their merchandise. Discuss what a typical conversation looks like between a cashier and 

customer. Come up with a dialogue together as a class, write it on the board, and practice it at least 

twice. Here is a sample conversation to help guide you: 

Cashier: Hello, did you find everything you needed today? 

Customer: Yes, I did thank you. 

Cashier: Would you like paper or plastic? 

Customer: Plastic please. 

Cashier: Ok, your total is $59.65. Do you have a Target REDcard? 

Customer: Yes I do.  

Cashier: Great! Have a wonderful day. 

 

Next, put Ss in pairs. Tell them to switch shopping lists with each other and come up with an 

estimated total for each other’s purchases. Then have them practice the conversation you wrote on 

the board. Make sure that both partners practice each part (cashier and customer). 

 

 

 

Teacher Directions:  Activity 2: Grammar – time permitting 

 Materials:  If-then Conditional Statements 

 

Step 1: Setting the Context 

Write this statement on the board: If it rains, then ___________________. Have your class fill in the 

blank. Then briefly discuss what “if-then” statements mean  they explain what COULD happen 

when REAL life events occur. NOTE: This is an oversimplification of the grammar rule, but for the 

purposes of this activity it’s best to keep things simple. They have also worked on this same 

worksheet for the past two days so they 

should be familiar with it. 

Step 2: Practicing the Grammar 

Pass out the If-then Conditional Statements 

handout and have them work on it 

independently. When they finish, pair them 

up with a partner and have them read each 

other’s sentences. 
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Understanding Credit Cards 

Use the credit card to answer the questions below. 

 

 

1. What is the credit card number? 

 

 

2. What is the expiration date? 

 

 

3. How many years is this credit card valid for? 

 

 

4. What kind of credit card is this – VISA, American Express, etc.? 

 

 

5. Whose credit card is this? 
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Flyswatter Game 

Answer Key 

 

Credit card limit = The total amount the credit card company will allow you to spend 

Interest = The price for borrowing money 

Debt = Money that is owed or due 

Balance = The total amount you must pay on a credit card 

Minimum payment= The smallest amount you must pay each month  

Expiration date = The date your credit card can no longer be used 

Credit card number= The unique number on the front of a credit card 

Late fee = The amount owed if the minimum payment is not made each month 

Annual fee = The amount owed each year in order to use a credit card 

- - - - - - - - - -  - - -  

 

Cut these sentences into strips 

The total amount the credit card company will allow you to spend 

The price for borrowing money 

Money that is owed or due 

The total amount you must pay on a credit card 

The smallest amount you must pay each month  

The date your credit card can no longer be used 

The unique number on the front of a credit card 

The amount owed if the minimum payment is not made each month 

The amount owed each year in order to use a credit card 
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Applying for a Target REDcard 

You shop at Target a lot. You therefore want a Target REDcard. You need to decide if 
this credit card is good for you. Look at the information below and then answer the 
questions. 
 

 

Questions 

1. How can you apply for this credit card? 

2. What is the Target Debit Card? 

3. How is the debit card different than the Target Credit Card? 

4. Do you think the Target REDcard sounds like a good credit card to have? 

Would you rather have the debit card or credit card? 
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Below is the interest and fee information for the Target REDcard. APR means “interest”.  
Use the information below to answer the questions. 
 

 

Questions 

1. How much is the interest on the Target REDcard? 

 

 

2. Do you think this interest rate is high? 

 

 

3. How can you avoid paying interest (i.e., when will they NOT charge you interest)? 

 

 

4. Do you think this credit card is good or bad? 
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Target REDcard Application 

Now it’s time to apply for the Target REDcard. Fill out the application. Then give it to your 
teacher. 
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Target REDcards 
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If-then Conditional Statements 
 

 

If you go grocery shopping, then  

   
 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

If        then 

                
 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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If       then 

     

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If       then 

      
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Shopping Unit: Week 1, Thursday   
 

Objectives Learners will be able to… Materials 
Life skill: Respond to cashier questions and small talk at a 
checkout. 
Literacy: Respond to written wh-questions about a credit 
card. 
Listening/speaking: Ask and respond to questions such as 
“How would you like to pay today?” 
Transitions: Perform online searches for merchandise 
pricing; add up merchandise pricing with a calculator. 
Grammar: Match”if” clauses with their appropriate “then” 
clauses to complete an if-then conditional statement. 

 

Make Student Copies 

 Handout: Capital One Credit Card 
 
Make Single Copies or Reference 

 Payment Types (several copies) 

 Memory Game (cut out sets of cards) 
 
Props, Technology, or Other Resources 

  ELMO or overhead projector 
 Laptop & LCD projector 
 Calculators 
 Scissors 

 

 

Lesson Plan 
 
Warm up: Literacy (25-30mins) 
Description: Ss will read information about a credit card and answer questions. 
Materials/Prep: copies of Capital One Credit Card; ELMO or overhead projector. 
 
Activity 1: Life Skill/Transitions /Listening/Speaking (50mins) 
Description: Ss will shop online at Target and then practice a cashier-customer dialogue.  
Materials/Prep:  several copies of Payment Types; laptop & LCD projector; calculators. 
 
Activity 2: Review (20mins) 
Description:  Ss will play a memory game where they match the vocab words/concepts from this week to their 
matching definitions. 
Materials/Prep: several copies of Memory Game; scissors. 
 
Wrap-up 
Ask half of your class to write down why credit cards are good; ask the other half of the class to write down 
why credit cards are bad. Then have a mini debate 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 Minnesota Literacy Council, 2012 37 Shopping Unit 
 

Teacher Directions:  Warm up: Transitions/Literacy  

 Materials: Capital One Credit Card; ELMO or overhead projector 

 

Step 1: Introduce the activity 

As Ss come in, pass out the Capital One Credit Card 

handout. Tell them to work on it by themselves and to let 

you know if they have questions. Give your class about 

15 minutes to work on this before regrouping. 

 

Step 2: Checking Comprehension 

Project the handout on the board and go over the 

answers as a class. Instruct one student to read a 

question and another to answer. If that student answers 

correctly, have her come up to the board and circle 

where she found the correct information. Do this for all 

of the questions 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Directions:  Activity 1:  Transitions/Listening/Speaking 

 Materials: Payment Types; laptop & LCD projector; calculators 

 

Step 1: Prep 

Set up the laptop and LCD projector. Open up the internet browser and type in www.target-

catalogue.com; then click on “current catalogue”. If this website doesn’t work, then Google “target 

catalogue” and click on the most up-to-date link. 

 

Step 1: Setting the Context 

Ask your class what things they often buy at Target. Talk about “deals” – whether or not they think 

Target has “good deals” or not. Then ask your Ss how they generally pay for their merchandise: 

cash, check/debit card, or credit. Talk about why certain people choose different payment methods 

over others. Also ask if anyone has a Target REDcard. If some Ss do, tell them to talk about why they 

chose to get this credit card and whether they like it or not. 

 

Step 2: Shopping at Target 

Turn on the LCD projector to reveal the front page of the most current Target catalogue. Tell your Ss 

that they are going to go “shopping” at Target. Tell them that you are going to flip through the 

Target catalogue, and as a class discuss some of the things they can buy. Explain that if they see 

something they want to buy, they then need to write down that item (i.e., scarf) and how much it 

http://www.target-catalogue.com/
http://www.target-catalogue.com/
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costs ($7) in their notebook. Go through as many pages as you feel necessary, but do at least 5 

pages so Ss can choose from a range of products. 

 

Step 3: Adding up the Merchandise 

Once Ss have their list of items, pair Ss up together and have them exchange papers. Give them 

calculators and tell them to add up the bill for their partner. NOTE: Using a calculator might be a 

new skill for some Ss, so do a few simple addition problems with them first, using the ELMO if 

possible, so they can see how the calculator works. 

 

Once everyone has a total, regroup and briefly talk about the 

conversation that occurs between a cashier and customer. 

(This is review from yesterday). Write a simple dialogue 

together as a class on the board. Make sure to include the 

question, How would you like to pay today?, so Ss are forced 

to say “cash, check, or credit”. Then pass out the Payment 

Types handout. You will need one handout per pair. Explain 

that one person needs to be the cashier and the other person 

the customer. They then need to practice the dialogue using 

the Payment Types handout to indicate which method they 

are going to pay with. Make sure both partners practice each 

role. 

 

Afterwards, have a few pairs do the dialogue for the class. 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Directions:  Activity 2: Review  

 Materials: Memory Game; scissors 

 

Step 1: Prep 

Cut out the Memory Game cards. You will 

need one set of cards for each group of Ss. You 

will put your Ss into groups of 3-4, so if you 

have 15 Ss you will need at least 5 sets of 

cards.  

 

Step 2: Matching Card Game 

Put your Ss into groups of 3-4. Explain that 

they are going to play a matching review 

game. Tell them that they need to flip over one card, read it, and then flip over another card. If they 
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match, they keep the cards flipped face up. If they don't match, then tell them that they need to put 

the cards face down again and try again. The goal is for all of the people in the group to work 

together. The first team to match all of the words to their definitions win! 

 

Time permitting – go over all of the words and definitions. 
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Capital One Credit Card 

Use the information below to answer the questions. 

 

Things to know: APR = interest 

 

1. How can you apply for this credit card? 

 

 

2. How much is the annual fee for this credit card? 

 

 

3. How much is the introduction APR? 

 

 

4. When does the introduction APR expire? 

 

 

5. Once the intro APR has expired, how much is the regular APR? 

 

 

6. What month will the regular APR start? 
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Payment Types 
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Memory Game 
 

 

Cut out all of these cards. Each group of student will need one set. 
 

 

 

 
 

Interest 
 
 

 
 
 

The price for borrowing money 

 
 

Withdraw 
 
 

 
 
 

Take money out of an account 

 
 

Checking account 
 
 

 
 

A bank account that checks can be 
written from 

 
 

Cash is good because… 
 
 

 
 
 

…it is easier to stay on a budget. 
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A bad check is… 
 
 

 
 

…a check written for more than 
what is in a checking account. 

 
 

Credit cards are popular 
because… 

 
 

 
 

…they are easier and safer to use 
than cash, and you can earn 

rewards with them. 

 
 

If it rains, 
 
 

 
 
 

then you __________________. 

 
 

If you are hungry… 
 
 

 
 
 

then you ___________________. 

 
 

If you use a credit card, 
 
 

 
 

then you need to pay your 
balance each month. 
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