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The Minnesota Literacy Council created this curriculum. We 
invite you to adapt it for your own classrooms.  

 

 

 

Advanced Level (CASAS reading scores of 221-235) 

 

The Short Essay: Week 4 
 
Unit Overview 
This is a 6-week unit in which learners produce a variety of genres of short essays. Advanced 
learners transition from paragraph writing to short essay writing. Learners explore unity and 
coherence in a paragraph and choosing controlled topic sentences. Learners also explore 
different grammatical points per essay genre. Learners work on avoiding run-on sentences and 
creating compound sentences with proper conjunctions.  
 
Focus of Week 4 

 Identifying and planning compare/contrast organization 

 Living and working in another place 

 Using comparative grammatical structure in essays 

 Using comparison and contrast connectors 
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Short Essay Unit: Week 4, Monday  

 

Objectives Learners will be able to… Materials 
Literacy: read a compare/contrast passage by Bangladeshi 
Nobel Peace prize recipient Mohammad Yunus, short titled 
“Learning about Differences,” taken from Banker to the 
Poor. 
Literacy: free-write for ten to fifteen minutes using 
characteristics of compare/contrast writing.  
Listening/speaking: discuss different educational 
environments and how they may affect learning.  
Transitions & Critical Thinking: identify characteristics of a 
compare/contrast short essay. 
Grammar: use comparison-contrast connectors, such as 
“like” or “unlike” (+ noun phrase) to either show a similarity 
or contrast.   

 

Make Student Copies 

 Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short 
Essay, pp. 80-83, 91-92   

  
 
Make Single Copies or Reference 

 Handout: Learning about Differences Visual Aid 
 
 
Props, Technology, or Other Resources 

 A projector 

 

Lesson Plan 
 
Warm up: Thinking about the Topic: Listening/speaking (Think-Pair-Share) 
Description: Look at the picture on p. 80 of the text and discuss the questions in part A with a partner. Then 
think about the prompt found in part B. Form small groups and share with others. Why would you rather learn 
in one environment than the other? 
Materials/Prep: Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay, p. 80   
 
Activity 1: Literacy & Transitions/Critical Thinking 
Description: Introduce “compare/contrast short essay” and practice identifying the characteristics of 
compare/contrast writing. Learners read a passage entitled “Learning about Differences” with potentially new 
vocabulary foot-noted. 
Materials/Prep: Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay, pp. 81-82; Handout: Learning 
about Differences Visual Aid (single copy to be projected), and a projector 
 
Activity 2: Grammar 
Description: Read about comparison-contrast connectors. Practice choosing the appropriate connector to 
either show similarity or contrast in a compare/contrast essay. 
Materials/Prep: Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay, pp. 91-92   
  
Checking for Understanding  
Description: Free-write for ten to fifteen minutes choosing from the “new places” topics provided. Learners 
compare/contrast two unique places. 
Materials/Prep: Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay, p. 83 
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Teacher Directions:  Warm Up: Listening/speaking—Materials: Textbook: Effective 

Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay, p. 80   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: Setting the Context  

“A comparison-contrast essay can be used to illustrate the similarities and differences between one idea or 

image and another. Often these comparisons help us to see the image or idea in a new way.” p. 80 

  

This week learners will study and practice compare/contrast writing, which also involves making a 

thesis statement.  Learners first practice the art of noting what is similar and what is different 

between two things, people, places, or events. It is very important to “think outside the box” and 

look for details that may be of importance, but are not immediately noticeable.   

 

Step 2: Group Work 

Pairs take approximately 5 minutes to discuss the questions under part A of Exercise 1 on p. 80. 

Then, ask partners to move on to independently thinking about part B. Depending on class size, 

learners may remain in pairs, or they may regroup by joining another pair, creating a small group of 

four. Share ideas about part B for an additional 10 minutes. 

 

Step 3: Report Out 

Ask a learner or two from each group to share their experience stories with the whole class. 

Learners should use reported speech and retell what a classmate shared during the earlier 

discussion of part B. This holds all learners accountable for the listening/speaking objective.  
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Teacher Directions:  Activity 1: Literacy & Critical Thinking-Materials: Effective 

Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay, pp. 81-82; Handout: Learning about Differences Visual Aid, and a 

projector 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: Context 

“Sometimes living and working in another place can be quite a shock. In this article, award-winning economist 

Mohammad Yunus describes his experience as a Ph. D student in the United States.” p. 81 

 

Learners read an excerpt adapted from a longer text entitled Banker to the Poor. The goal of reading 

“Learning about Differences” is not to learn how Bangladeshis differ from Americans and vice versa; 

however, there is a more concise thesis statement. Learners should consider what the order, or 

organization, of the writing is as well as what kind of language provides the similarities (if any) and 

what kind introduces the contrasts.  Before reading, discuss the potentially new vocabulary bolded 

throughout the text and defined below the margin (like footnotes, minus the numbering system). 

Project the accompanying handout “Learning about Differences Visual Aid.”  Use these visuals as an 

extended guide for potentially new vocabulary.  

 

Step 2: Reading 

Instructor reads “Learning about Differences” aloud to the class, demonstrating pronunciation of 

new vocabulary as well as minding punctuation. Learners follow the text as the instructor reads. 

Learners re-read “Learning about Differences” aloud in pairs. Before learners begin reading in pairs, 

remind them they do not need to understand every word in order to understand the author’s 

experience.   

 

Step 3: Checking Comprehension  

In order to check for comprehension of what was read, learners work individually on Exercise 3, p. 

82 answering T or F to statements 1-4. Learners continue with Exercise 4 using short answers to 

address the critical thinking questions about the article on p. 81. Have learners report out their 

answers to questions 1-4. If there are any discrepancies in answers, discuss them thoroughly as a 

class. Learners can refer to the passage to identify what information from the narrative helped them 

choose T or F. Also, ask learners to share their responses to Exercise 4. As these questions are more 

open-ended, there is no answer key provided.  

(Answers for Exercise 3:  1. F  2. T  3. F  4. F)  
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Teacher Directions:  Activity 2: Grammar-Materials: Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 

2: The Short Essay, pp. 91-92 (Exercise 3)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: Setting the Context 

Read the Language and Grammar Focus on p. 91 as a class. Discuss the examples. Provide additional 
examples as necessary.  
 

Step 2: Practice 

Learners work independently on Exercises 3 & 4 found on pp. 91-92. In Exercise 3, learners choose 

“like,” “similarly,” “unlike,” or “in contrast” to fill in the blanks. Be sure learners understand that 

“like” and “similarly” are interchangeable and “unlike” and “in contrast” are interchangeable. 

However, there are certain times that one may work more appropriately than the other. For 

example,  

 

However, they have many similarities. __________________ the Eiffel Tower, the Statue of Liberty 

was designed by a French architect.  

As the text suggests, “like” works best here, because the word “similarities” comes just before the 

next sentence. It would be redundant to use the connector “similarly” right after the word 

“similarities”. 

  

In exercise 4, learners choose an appropriate connector and join two sentences. 

 

Do not address exercise 5 at this time. 

 
Step 3: Compare Responses 

Once learners have completed Exercise 4, they partner up to compare their responses and 
determine whether their individual responses are appropriate. Circulate the room to address any 
learner questions.  
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Checking for Understanding: Free-writing—Materials: Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 

2: The Short Essay, p. 83  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity:  

Free-write for ten to fifteen minutes choosing from the “new places” topics provided. Learners express 
their thoughts and feelings, using compare/contrast connectors whenever appropriate. 
 

 

 

 What did Yunus learn from his experience? What did it make you think about? 

 Write about a travel experience that was not what you expected. 

 What is a difference in behavior that you have observed when traveling to a new place? 

 Do you think that being in a different place changes people? How? 
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Learning about Differences Visual Aid 
To accompany Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay by Alice Savage & Patricia 
Mayer, Ed. 2, p. 81 
 

  

     
 

 

                                    

Mohammad Yunus                               
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    walking barefoot  
 

 
 

                                                    
 

huddle 

 

 

 

    

http://nobelpeaceprizeforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/yunus-slide-version.jpg
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Short Essay Unit: Week 4, Tuesday  
 

Objectives Learners will be able to… Materials 
Listening/speaking: share brainstormed sentences with 
classmates and listen for which city the author prefers. 
Literacy: read a student compare/contrast essay. 
Transitions & Critical Thinking: use a Venn diagram to 
brainstorm/prewrite. Consider audience and purpose before 
writing.  
Grammar: form the comparative of adjectives and adverbs.   

Make Student Copies 

 Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short 
Essay, pp.84-85, 89-90 

 Textbook: Grammar in Use Intermediate, pp. 202-
203 

 
Make Single Copies or Reference 

 
 
Props, Technology, or Other Resources 

 A projector 
 

 

Lesson Plan 
 
Review/Warm-up: Literacy & Grammar 
Description: Read a student essay and identify compare/contrast connectors.  
Materials/Prep: Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay, pp. 89-90, “My Two Homes” and a 
projector 
 
Activity 1: Grammar 
Description: Read about comparative form using “–er” or “more”. Practice by completing some exercises. 
Materials/Prep:  Textbook: Grammar in Use Intermediate, pp. 202-203  
 
Activity 2: Literacy & Transitions/Critical Thinking 
Description: Use a Venn diagram to brainstorm before writing a short essay. Consider audience and purpose. 
Materials/Prep: Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay, p. 84 & Exercise 2 on p. 85 
 
Checking for Understanding: Literacy & Listening/speaking 
Description:  Use brainstormed characteristics in comparative sentences and share one with the class as an 
“exit ticket”. 
Materials/Prep: None 
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Teacher Directions:  Review: Literacy & Grammar—Material: Textbook: Effective 

Academic Writing: The Short Essay, pp. 89-90 and a projector 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: Introduce Activity 

Learners review that comparisons show similarities and contrasts show differences between two 

things, places, people, or events by reading a short student essay. The reader can imagine the 

author’s preference when details about two homes are compared. Learners will listen to the 

instructor read the student essay aloud and then independently re-read the essay, specifically 

looking for comparing and contrasting connectors. 

 

Step 2: Read the Essay 

The instructor reads the student essay “My Two Homes” beginning on p. 89 aloud. Learners follow 

the text and listen for the gist. They keep in mind the question, “Which city does the author prefer?” 

Briefly discuss the content before moving on to the grammar practice/review.  

 

Step 3: Identify Compare/Contrast Connectors 

Learners independently re-read the essay and underline or highlight applicable connectors. Learners 

should not underline every connector they encounter, but only those that are used to show a 

comparison or contrast. After identifying connectors, learners may continue to work independently 

or partner up to complete Exercise 2 on p. 90. 

 

Step 4: Report Out 

Project a copy of pp. 89-90 and ask learners to come forward to underline compare/contrast 

connectors. Discuss this as well as responses to Exercise 2 as a class. Especially discuss how knowing 

the similarities and differences between the author’s two homes helps to determine which home 

the author favors.  
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Teacher Directions:  Activity 1: Grammar—Material: Textbook: Grammar in Use 

Intermediate, pp. 202-203 and a projector (optional) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: Setting the Context 

The comparative is used to explain a relationship between two people, places, or things. The 

comparative can be formed with adjectives or adverbs. Today’s lesson concentrates on the basics of 

the comparative form and does not yet address expressing equality/inequality with “as…as” (will be 

addressed in a later lesson). The most important take-away from today’s lesson is that short words 

(one syllable) and those that end with –y should take –er and -ier and not “more” in the 

comparative. Learners need to understand that “more older” and “more faster” are redundant and 

incorrect.  

 

Note that on p. 202 of the text one of the example sentences is “You’re more patient than me,” 

which has become acceptable in spoken English, although may not be acceptable on an exam. The 

acceptable grammatical structure is: “You’re more patient than I am.”  

 

Step 2: Read 

       Read p. 202, sections A-C aloud as a class. Provide additional examples if necessary. 

                                                                                                 

Step 3: Pair Practice 

Learners complete Exercises 101.1-101.3 on p. 203 in order to practice the comparative. 

 

Step 4: Correct 

Either learners report out their answers to the exercises, or project a copy of p. 203 and learners fill 

in their responses. If there are any discrepancies in responses, discuss correct answers as a class. 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i43.tower.com/images/mm108058668/grammar-in-use-intermediate-with-answers-korea-edition-raymond-murphy-paperback-cover-art.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tower.com/grammar-in-use-intermediate-with-answers-korea-edition-raymond-murphy-paperback/wapi/108058668&h=248&w=200&tbnid=UeRdg_QNl1FuOM:&zoom=1&docid=KhnZ8iftwLsVvM&hl=en&ei=hLI5U8L_IufuyAGXt4CYBQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CIsBEIQcMBI&iact=rc&dur=994&page=1&start=0&ndsp=20
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Teacher Directions:  Activity 2: Literacy & Critical Thinking—Material: Textbook: 

Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay, pp. 84-85 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: Setting the Context 

Later in this unit, learners will write a comparison-contrast essay about two places. In order to 

prepare for writing this short essay, learners explore another way to brainstorm ideas: using a Venn 

diagram to compare/contrast. 

 

Step 2: Practice 

Learners complete Exercises 1 and 2 on pp. 84-85. Learners may work together to complete Exercise 

1, but must work independently to complete part B and Exercise 2, as they will be considering a 

personal experience in order to create their own Venn diagrams.   

 

Learners may draw their own overlapping ovals (freehand) or trace something with a round or 

oblong base that is readily available in the classroom (such as a coffee can, pencil holder, etc.)   

  

Step 3: Checking for Understanding 

The instructor should float the room to check for learner understanding of use of the Venn diagram 

for brainstorming differences and similarities between two places. Each learner will have different 

experiences and different thoughts concerning his/her places, so the brainstorming exercise should 

not be corrected as a class unless the class is relatively small (5 or fewer). What is imperative is that 

learners have a focused topic, not a broad topic. For example, Exercise 1 compares and contrasts 

driving in two places, not every aspect of the two places. While floating the room, guide learners to 

do the same.   
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Checking for Understanding: Literacy & Listening/speaking—Materials: None 

 

Activity:   

Learners chose 2-3 of their ideas from Exercise 1, part B (personal Venn diagrams) and create 

comparative sentences.  

 

For example, if a learner were to do this exercise with the example Venn diagram, he or she may write: 

The streets are wider in Houston than in Esfahan. OR, Houston’s streets are wider 

than Esfahan’s streets.  

People in Esfahan drive smaller cars than people in Houston. 
 

Next, learners orally share one or two of their comparative sentences with the class. Listeners try to 

determine the main focus, or potential thesis, of the future compare/contrast essays.  
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Short Essay Unit: Week 4, Wednesday   
 

Objectives Learners will be able to… Materials 
Literacy: identify elements of comparison-contrast essay 
organization (e.g. points of comparison and background 
information). 
Literacy:  write one to three paragraphs of comparison-
contrast writing. 
Listening/speaking: read comparison-contrast writing 
aloud. Listen for what two places are compared and what 
controlling aspect forms the thesis. 
Transitions & Critical Thinking: consider audience and 
purpose of a comparison-contrast essay. 
Grammar: create logical comparative sentences by joining 
phrases containing comparative adjectives of varying 
syllable lengths. 

Make Student Copies 

 Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short 
Essay, pp. 86-88 

 Handout: Editor’s Checklist 
 
Make Single Copies or Reference 

 Handout: Comparative Mingle Cards (cut, one card 

per learner) 

Props, Technology, or Other Resources 

 A projector 

 

 

Lesson Plan 
 
Review/Warm-up : Grammar & Critical Thinking 
Description: Mingle and find a match to create a complete sentence. With matching partner, read the clause 
aloud to the class. 
Materials/Prep: Handout: Comparative Mingle Cards (cut, one card per learner) 
 
Activity 1: Literacy & Critical Thinking  
Description: Read about comparison-contrast essay organization, such as providing background information 
and points of comparison. Read a student sample essay and answer comprehension questions about 
organizational elements. 
Materials/Prep: Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay, pp. 86-88  
  
Activity 2: Literacy  & Grammar 
Description:  Write a short comparison-contrast essay (1-3 paragraphs). Include background information and 
details of two interesting places. 
Materials/Prep:  Handout: Editor’s Checklist   
 
Wrap-up/Exit Ticket: Listening/speaking 
Learners volunteer to orally share their comparison-contrast essays. Classmates listen for controlling factors 

and which two places are compared. 

 

 

 

 



 Nikki Carson-Padilla, Minnesota Literacy Council, 2014              p. 14            The Short Essay Unit  
 
 

Teacher Directions:  Review/Warm-up: Grammar & Critical Thinking—Materials: 

Handout: Comparative Mingle Cards (cut, one card per learner) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Set Up/Providing Context: 

Cut out the cards provided on the handout Comparative Mingle Cards before class begins. Mix the 
cards and hand them out randomly to learners as they enter the room. If an odd number of learners 
are present, the instructor will need to participate. 
 

The Activity:  

Learners mingle with one another until they find the most logical match for the phrase or clause on 

their card. Once a match has been found, partners should remain together and collaboratively join 

their phrases/clauses to create a comparative sentence.  Partners report out their sentences and the 

class decides whether they are logical or not. If at any time an incorrect match is made, discuss 

proper usage and/or order before the next pair reports out. Another pair may wish to trade cards 

before reporting out, because if one pair is mismatched, then another is as well. 

 

For example, 

My left foot is bigger    (matches with)   than my right foot.  

Partners share: My left foot is bigger than my right foot. 
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Teacher Directions:  Activity 1: Literacy & Critical Thinking-Materials: Textbook: 

Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay, pp. 86-88 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: Setting the Context 

Learners read about the organization of a comparison-contrast essay. Background information and 

supporting ideas are revisited. The body paragraphs of a comparison-contrast essay need to be 

organized in the same manner, or way, so the reader doesn’t become confused. This means that if 

the writer starts to organize information point by point, he should continue presenting information 

point by point. If the writer introduces all similar details at once, then he shouldn’t mix similarities 

with the differences. Keeping all similarities together and all differences separate is called block 

style. Learners should be aware that the basic elements of an essay are still required regardless of 

the genre of the writing (e.g. thesis statement, body with support, and a conclusion). 

 

Step 2: Read 

Learners read the Rhetorical Focus on the top of p. 86 aloud as a class. The instructor reads the 

student essay on pp. 86-87 aloud to the class as learners follow along with the text. As learners 

listen, they can think about the gist of the essay and the question at the top of the page: “What two 

cities does the writer compare?” After the instructor reads the essay once, learners re-read to 

themselves. Learners should pay attention to elements of a comparison-contrast essay as they read. 

 

Step 3: Pair work 

Learners partner up to complete Exercise 5 “Examining the student essay” on p. 88.  

 

Step 4: Report Out 

Pairs share their responses to questions 1-4 in part A and questions 1-5 in part B. Discuss as a class. 

Answers to Exercise 5:  

Part A 

1. The author is surprised because he is afraid to drive in his hometown. 

2. In Esfahani, drivers go through red lights and honk when turning left. Drivers in Houston follow 

the rules and get angry when others do not. 

3. The author compares driving in his hometown to driving in Houston, not cross country.  
4. No, because no judgment is made. The writer concludes with, “I feel proud that I am a bi-

cultural driver.” 
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Part B 
 

1. First paragraph 
2. Thesis: I had forgotten that there are major differences between driving in the United States and  

driving in Iran. (No, the thesis does not reveal how the essay will be organized.) 

3. Underline: “The differences start with the way the streets are organized,” “The biggest 

difference is the way the drivers behave in each place,” and, “In contrast to drivers in Esfahan, 

Houston drivers almost always follow the rules, but they do not pay as much attention to 

other drivers.”   

4. No, the writer started point by point, but then changed to block style. This is a little confusing. 

Both places are mentioned in the paragraph about the way the streets are organized, but there 

are two separate paragraphs for the way the drivers behave in each place. 

5. The writer concludes that it is good to be a “bi-cultural driver” and feels that he “know[s] the 

language of the road in Iran and in the United States.” Opinions may vary as to whether learners 

agree or disagree with the writer’s conclusion. 
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Teacher Directions:  Activity 2: Literacy-Materials: Handout: Editor’s Checklist  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: Setting the Context 

Learners have read sample student comparison-contrast essays 

and have free-written using some elements of comparative writing. 

Today, they practice writing a short comparison-contrast essay (3 

paragraphs: intro, body, and conclusion). Their goal should be to 

include the following elements: 

 

 Background information in the introduction 

 A controlled topic (not too broad) 

 Descriptive details in the body, organized either point by point or block 

 A conclusion that explains the author’s (their own) opinion on the points of comparison 

List the aforementioned on the board before learners begin writing. Remind learners to do some 
brainstorming before writing. Venn diagrams were practiced in class; however, learners may use any 
form of pre-writing that is comfortable to them, such as lists, drawing, etc. 
 
Learners may use their Venn diagrams from yesterday. The prompt was to compare two unique 
places, but to be very specific (e.g. two parks, two airports, two malls, etc.) Learners should not 
tackle comparing/contrasting two entire cities, as that topic is too broad for 1-3 paragraphs. 
Learners do not have to compare/contrast two places that are in different countries if they do not 
wish to do so.   

 
Step 2: Writing 

This is not a timed exercise; however, learners do need to finish one to three paragraphs before the 
end of class. Paragraphs do not need to be lengthy, but need to include some comparative language 
and a thesis statement. Ideally, learners will have time to re-read their writing and complete step 3: 
self-editing. 

 

 

Note: If learners do not 
have time or the ability 
(yet) to create a 3-
paragraph short essay, ask 
that they write a 
paragraph using the 
elements of comparison-
contrast writing. The short 
essay will come with time! 
Learners need 
opportunities to write in 
order to be able to produce 
more.  
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Step 3: Self-Editing 
Learners use the handout “Editor’s Checklist”. Because today’s writing exercise may be the first 

comparison-contrast short essay writing experience for many learners, it is best to concentrate on a 

few key elements of this style of writing versus several aspects all at once. Learners re-read their 

own writing and check off the elements they find they have done well.  

 

Ideally, learners will underline or highlight each element of their comparison-contrast writing as 

they identify it, instead of simply checking each off without proving they exist in their writing. For 

example, learners should underline their thesis statement that compares two topics; then check it 

off, etc. 

 

 

 

 

Wrap-up/Exit Ticket: Listening/Speaking 
Time-permitting, learners volunteer to orally share their essays. Classmates listen for which two places 

are being compared and what is the controlling factor (e.g. driving conditions, beauty, weather, etc.) 
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  Comparative Mingle Cards    
Cut one card per learner. 

 

 

My left foot is bigger 

 

 

than my right foot. 

 

Her new car is more 

 

 

economical than her old one. 

 

 

His new bike was more 

 

 

expensive than his old one. 

 

His new boat is faster 

 

 

than his old one. 

 

She is taller 

 

 

than her sister. 

 

The red blanket is softer 

 

 

than the blue one. 

 

This lake is cleaner than 

 

 

 the one I swam in last weekend. 

 

My mom’s cake is more 

 

 

delicious than hers. 

 

Their hometown is quieter 

 

 

than Minneapolis. 

 

 



 Nikki Carson-Padilla, Minnesota Literacy Council, 2014              p. 20            The Short Essay Unit  
 
 

  Editor’s Checklist                     

 

 

  

               Comparison-Contrast Writing 

 

o Do you provide background information?  

o Does your thesis statement compare two topics? 

 

  

o Do you use connectors to show similarities or differences 

(e.g. like, similarly, unlike, in contrast)? 

 

 

o Does your conclusion include a summary of the similarities 

and differences? 

o Did you use comparatives correctly in your essay? 
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Short Essay Unit: Week 4, Thursday   
 

Objectives Learners will be able to… Materials 
Literacy: write a short comparison-contrast essay including 
elements of this genre, such as background information and 
similarity/contrast connectors. 
Listening/speaking: share constructive feedback with a 
classmate about timed essay. 
Transitions & Critical Thinking: manage essay writing in a 
timed setting. Peer edit and provide constructive feedback. 
Grammar: choose “more” or “less” depending on the 
context of the comparative sentence. 
Grammar: form the comparative with nouns. 

Make Student Copies 

 Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short 
Essay, pp. 94-96, 97 

 Handout: Peer Editor’s Worksheet 
 
Make Single Copies or Reference 

 Handout: Timed Writing: Comparison-Contrast Short 
Essay  

 Handout: Comparative Exercises, Answers 
 
Props, Technology, or Other Resources 

 A projector 
 

 

Lesson Plan 
 
Review/Warm-up: Literacy & Grammar 
Description: Learners read a paragraph taken from a comparison-contrast essay and correct six mistakes in 
comparative forms. 
Materials/Prep: Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay, p. 97, “Exercise 5: Editing a 
Paragraph” and a projector 
 
Activity 1: Grammar  
Description:  Read the Language and Grammar Focus, then complete four short exercises to practice the 
comparative form: forming comparatives, identifying comparatives, choosing the correct form, and writing 
comparatives in sentences.  
Materials/Prep: Textbook: Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay, pp. 94-96 
 
Activity 2: Literacy & Test Prep 
Description: Complete a timed writing on a comparison-contrast writing prompt. 
Materials/Prep: Handout: Timed Writing: Comparison-Contrast Short Essay 
 
Wrap up: Peer Editing 
Description:  Learners share their short essays with a partner and collaboratively complete the peer editor’s 
worksheet for each other. 
Materials/Prep: Handout: Peer Editor’s Worksheet 
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Teacher Directions: Review/Warm-up: Literacy & Grammar—Materials:  Effective 

Academic Writing: The Short Essay, p. 97 and a projector 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity: Learners read the paragraph on the top of p. 97 and pay special attention to problems with 

comparative forms. There are six mistakes that need to be corrected. Learners should first work 

independently, then partner up to compare their corrections. Project a copy of p. 97 and discuss 

corrections as a class. 

 

Corrections: 

1) My new apartment is smaller than my old house, but the rooms are larger. 

2) My parents liked my old house, because it was more spacious, but I like the 
apartment because my room is 3) bigger. 

4) My older brother is more independent than my older brother, … 
5) My new apartment is also closer to the bus stop, so it is 6) more convenient 

than my old house, … 
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Teacher Directions:  Activity 1: Grammar & Test Prep—Materials: Textbook: Effective 

Academic Writing: The Short Essay, pp. 94-96 and Handout: Comparative Exercises, Answers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: Setting the Context 

Learners need opportunities to work independently in order for the instructor to check for individual 

understanding. This also gives learners a chance to prepare for test-taking situations. Today, 

learners review the grammatical structure practiced throughout the week (comparative adjectives 

and adverbs) while adding comparatives with nouns. Learners will also practice choosing “more” or 

“less” according to the context of the sentence in Exercise 4.   

 

Step 2: Practice 

After reading the Language and Grammar Focus information as a class, learners complete Exercises 

1-4 on pp. 95-96 independently. Once finished with all four exercises, learners may compare their 

answers. Ask learners not to immediately change their answers when there is a discrepancy, but 

rather to discuss why the answers differ and which might be the best answer.  

 

Step 3: Reviewing Answers 

Use a projector to correct and discuss the exercises.  Invite learners to come up and share their 

responses.  
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Teacher Directions:  Activity 2: Literacy & Test Prep-Materials: Handout: Timed Writing: 

Comparison-Contrast Short Essay (to be projected) and a projector 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Step 1: Setting the Context 

Learners complete a timed writing response. The purpose of this activity is to assess whether or not 

learners are able to produce an acceptable amount of writing using the elements of comparison-

contrast organization and development under test-like conditions. 

 

Step 2: Timed Writing 

Following the instructions on “Timed Writing: Comparison-Contrast Short Essay,” learners 

brainstorm, pre-write, and write 1-3 paragraphs in 30 minutes. Since this is a timed writing and must 

be completed in class, the instructions can be projected, saving paper and copying time.   

 

 

Wrap-up: Peer Editing—Material: Handout: Peer Editor’s Worksheet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learners share their short essays with a partner and collaboratively complete the peer editor’s 
worksheet for each other. 
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Comparative Exercises, Answers       
Answers to Exercises 1-4 on pp. 95-96 of Effective Academic Writing 2: The Short Essay 

Exercise 1: Forming comparatives 

1. difficult  more difficult 
2. challenging more challenging 

3. smart  smarter 

4. tired  more tired 

5. sleepy  sleepier 

6. energetically more energetically 

7. humble  more humble 

Exercise 2: Identifying comparative 
1. Time passes more slowly in Xela than it does in New York. (adv. form) 
2. The airport in Dubai is more elegant than the airport in Los Angeles. (adj. form) 
3. Shanghai has more skyscrapers than Sydney. (noun form) 
4. The drivers in Houston are more cautious than the Esfahani drivers. (adj. form) 
5. Cairo has more tourists than Alexandria. (noun form) 
6. The buildings around Central Park are taller than the museums and houses that 
surround Chapultapec Park. (adj. form) 
 
Exercise 3: Choosing the correct form of comparatives 
1. She was more excited than her sister was about the trip. 

2. Franz spoke more enthusiastically than Cyrus about computer science. 

3. Taipai is much busier than it was a few years ago. 

4. In Quetzaltenango the buildings are older. 

5. Tokyo subways have more passengers. 

6. Some tourists think that a beach vacation is more relaxing than an adventure 

vacation. 

 
Exercise 4: Writing comparatives in sentences 
Be sure learner answers are logical. Answers listed here are only suggestions. 
1. A skyscraper is taller than a sand dune. 

2. Canada is larger than Singapore.  

3. A pizzeria is less expensive than a four-star restaurant.  

4. A soccer ball is heavier than a tennis ball.  

5. A hospital is busier than a medical clinic.  

6. A library is more convenient than a bookstore.  
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Timed Writing: Comparison-Contrast Short Essay       
 

Directions:  

Practice your test-taking skills by writing an essay following a time limit. 

Read the prompt and follow the steps below. 

 

Customers know that there are different types of salespeople. 

Write a comparison-contrast paragraph or short essay about 

two salespeople who have influenced your buying decisions. 

 

Step 1: Brainstorm (10 minutes) 

Write down ideas and vocabulary for your essay on a separate piece of paper. Use 

a Venn diagram like you practiced in class. Include details about how the two 

people are similar (in the center or overlapping parts of the circles) and how the 

two people are unique or different (in the outer parts of the circles). 

 

Step 2: Write (20-25 minutes) 

Use your brainstorming notes and write your 1-3 paragraph essay on a piece of 

paper that can be turned in to the teacher. Skip lines (double space). Indent each 

paragraph. Be sure to have: 

 A clear and focused thesis statement 

 Comparative Connectors & Contrasting Connectors 

 A conclusion that includes a summary of the main points  
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Peer Editor’s Worksheet                 

Editor’s Name: ____________________________ 

Writer’s Name: ____________________________ 

 
 

1) What two subjects were compared? 

 
 
 

2) What is the writer’s thesis statement? 

 
 
 
 

3) Name some details used in this short essay. (background information) 

 

 
 
 
 

4) Were comparatives used correctly? Give some examples. 

 

 

 

 

 

5) What conclusion was made by the writer? 
 
 


