MINNESOTA

Literacy

Sharing the Power of Learning

The Minnesota Literacy Council created this resource  with
funding from the MN Department of Education. We invite you
to adapt it for your own classrooms.

What i s E$SLhSet oor vV Blanko

The story bank is a collection of short stories written specifically for adult

ESL learners as part of the Mi nnesota Literacy Council 6s Ad!
Curriculum with Transitions Skills. For more information on the curriculum,

which is available for free, visit mnliteracy.org/educators

As part of a larger curriculum, these stories were written to align with
specific themes and objectives of the lessons in which they are embedded.
Many of these themes are common across adult ESL classrooms, such as
healthcare and work. Others draw directly from content on the CASAS Life
and Work reading tests.

|l deas for using the OESL Story Ban

The stories inthe  Pre-Beginning ESL Story Bank  were designed to be used
as a O6story of the -wsitth&sioryev Leeaaythmuglisoutr e
the week. On each day they practice different skills with the text and

deepen their understanding of the meaning. A sample story of the week
lesson plan is included at the end of this document.

Howto navigate t heESI6 St ory Bank©d

On the following page is a table listing possible unit themes for adult ESL
and corresponding stories. Some stories have both a pre -beginning (low
literacy) version as well as a beginning (CASAS/SPL level 2 -3) version.
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http://mnliteracy.org/educators

Wher e you see blue hyperlinks, you can click on the story title to jump

directly to that story and corresponding worksheets. All pre -beginning
stories are inthe  Pre-Beginning ESL Story Bank  and all beginning level
stories are inthe  Beginning ESL Story Bank

In the table, under the title of each story, there are suggestions for possible

phonics instruction on individual phonemes or spelling patterns. For more
information, see the sample story of the week lesson plan at the end of this
document.

Unit/Themes Pre-Beginning Beginning

Looking for Work Max Has a Job
Work History
Onthe-job instructions | Word Family:-an (man, can, ran, fan)

Work safety
al EQ3 al yé& W20a Max Works Hard
Word Family:-ook (look, took, book, cook) | Target Phonemedetter x /ks/
Word Family:-uck (truck, buck, luck, stuck)
TargetLetter/Sound T or/k/ -multiple
spellings (c, kck) with exceptionschooland
office
Did you Clock In? Did You Clock Out?
TargetLetter/Sound D
Talking on the Phone | My Daughter is Sick My Daughter is Sick
Health
Family TargetLetters/SoundsL
Health Mr. White is Sick
Body parts

Going to the clinic Word family:-ick (sick, lick, quick, pick)
TargetLetters/SoundsH or S

Mr. White Goes to the Clinic Ralph Goes to the Clinic

Word family: -ee (see, tree, three, bee) Target Letters/SoundsPH-/f/
Target Letters/Sound<sD, H, S, or W
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Family [2N} Q& CIF YA e
Emotions
Target Letters/Sounds=er spelling
[ 2N} Q& t AOGdzNBa
Word Family:-ay (day, pay, lay, say)
Target Letters/Soundd:, M, D, S (not sh), TH
Shopping Where Is My Shirt?
Family
Clothing Word Family:-ish (fish, dish, wig
Colors Work family:-ook (look, book, took, cook)
Target Letter/SoundSH
The Perfect Dress The Perfect Dress
Target Letter/SoundB
Word family: -ack (black, back, sack, pack,
rack)
Target Letter/SoundB
Housing An Apartment for Two
Family
Fire Safety Word family:-an (man, van, ran, can)
Target Letters/SoundsB, M, and TH
L /FyQd {fSSLI L /FyQdG {fSSLI
Word family:-all (call, hall, mall, ball) Target Letters/Soundsvl or AR
Target L&ters/Sounds:M, L or N
School Hurt at School Hurt at School
Family

Emergency contact
Health

Word Family:-un (run, bun, fun, sun)
Target Letters/SoundsSpellings of*//: (ir, er,
ur)

Target Letters/SoundsSpellings
of * I: (ir, er, ur)

Transportation

Car Problems

Word Family:-old (cold, old, fold, told, sold)
Target Letters/SoundsiING

Car Problems

Target Letters/SoundsiING

The Right Bus
Word Family:-et (get, let, jet, pet)

Word Family:-it (sit, fit, hit, zit)

The Right Bus

Target Letters/Soundsch/-tch
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Word Family:-ot (not, got, hot, pot)
Target Letters/Sounds? or S

Money
Shopping
Home

A New Bed

Word Family: (small, fall, tall, wall)
Word Family:(man, pan, fan, ran)
Word Family:(king, ring, sing, wing)
Target Letters/ SounddN, T, W or B

A Problem at the Store

Word Family(day, pay, say, way)
Word Family(truck, duck, suck, yuck)
Word Family(wrong, long, song, gong)
Target Letters/Soundss, N, or T

A Problem at the Store

Target Letters/Soundanultiple
spellings of /k/ (c, kck)

Daily Activities
Work

Racheis Busy

wlk OKSf Qa 2SS

Time Word Family(old, cold, told, sold) Target Letters/SoundsR
Schedules Word Family(all, call, fall, tall)
Word Family(talk, walk, chalk)
Word Family(day, pay, stay, way)
Target Letters/Sounds:
fl-SEOSLIiAZY G2 7F¢
/r/ -NOT ¢controlled vowels (ir, er, ar, ur, or)
/t/ -watch out for TH exceptions
Iwl
Ith/
Community Fresh Fish Fresh Fish
Work
Directions Word Family(smells, sells, tells, bells) Target Letter/SoundSH
Maps Target Letter/SoundSH
Places in the City A Wrong Turn
Target Letters/SoundUR
Word Family(bank, tank, sank, thank)
Word Family(far, bar, car, jar)
Word Family(park, dark, bark, shark)
Target Letters/SoundsK, LN, S (watch out
for some words with SH)
Signs Seeing Signs
Community
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Word Family(tells, bells, fell, sell)
Word Family(stop, cop, pop, mop)
Target Letters/SoundsD, M, P, T, W

Food The Kitchen Is Busy The Kitchen Is Bys
Cooking

Word Family(cook, look, book, took)

Word Family(beans, jeans, means, cleans)
Word Family(can, man, ran, van)

Target Letters/SoundsContrasting sounds /p
and /b/
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MaxHas a Job

Look at the pictures. What do you see?

Read the words. Write the words under the pictures.

man money happy

Practice the days of the week.

1 Monday

1 Tuesday 1 Saturday
1 Wednesday 1 Sunday
1 Thursday

1 Friday
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Max Has a Job

1. This is Max.

2. Max is a man.

3. Max is happy.

4. Max has a job.

5. Max goes to work.

6. Max works Monday to Friday. ANUARY 20
SUN | MON | TUE | WED | THU | FRI | SAT

7. Max works five days a week. 11213415

8. Max likes his job. 6|l 7189|1011 ]|12

9. His job is good. 13|14|15|16| 17|18 |19
20|21|22(23|24|25|26
27128293031

10. Max makes money.
11. Max gets money on Fridays.

12. Max is very happy on Fridays.
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Max Has a Job

Write YES or NO.

1.

2
3
4.
5
6

Listen. Write the letters.

1.

a k~r w0 D

ax

___appy

ob
ood

ery

o o A W N

Max has a job.

Max is sad.

Max is a woman.

Max likes his job.

Max gets money on Malays.

Max is happy on Fridays.

6. ma_
/. Jjo__

8. goo
9. ge
10. wee
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Teacher Dictation Script
1. Max
2. Happy
3. Job
4. Good
5. Very
6. Man
7. Job
8. Good
9. Get

10.week

Jessica Grace Jon&dinnesota Literacy Council, 2013 p.9 Pre-Beginning ESL Story Bank



Sentence Cards

this work
Max IS
a man
happy has
Job likes
his good
goes to




Max Has a Job

This is Max. Max is a maviax is happy. Max has a job.
Max goes to work.

Max works Monday to Friday. Max works five days a
week. Max likes higb. His job is good.

Max makes money. Max gets money on Fridays. Max is
very happy on Fridays.
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Look at the pictures. What jobs do you see?

Read the words. Write the words under the pictures.

factory office school
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MaxQad al ye W20 &

Maxhad many jobs
Max worked in a factory.

He put food in a box.

He put the box on a truck.

He worked in the factgrfrom 1996 to 2000.

a » w0 bdhkF

After that he cleaned a school.

He cleaned the rooms.

Hetook out the trash.

He worked at the school from 2000 to 2008

© ® N o

10. Now he works in an office.

11.He has worked in the office for 2 years.
12. He talks to people.

13. Helooks at papers.

14. He likes his job.
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al EQa alyeé W20a

Write YES or NO.

1. 1. Maxworked in a factory.
2. Max put food in a bag.
3. Max cleaned the factory.
4. Maxcleaned the school.

5. Maxlikes his job.

o g &~ w BN

6. Max works in an office now.

Listen. Write the letters.

1. ax 6. ou_

2. _ut /. schoo
3. __ ood 8. fro

4.  OX 9. jo_

5. ____ooms 10. clea
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al EQa alyeé W20a

Maxhad many jobsMax worked in a factory. He put food
in a box. He put the box on a truck. He worked in the factory
from 1996 to 2000.

After that he cleaned a school. He cleaned the rooms. He
took out the trash. He worked at the schdam 2000 to
2008

Now he works in an officeHe has worked in the office for
two years.He talks to people. Heoks at papers He likes
his job.
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Did You Clock?

Look at the picture. Who is the manager?

What do you see? Whois the worker?

clock in manager wash hands
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Did You Clock In?

A

Abdi has a job.
Abdi works with food.
Abdi cuts food.

The manager sees Abdi.

o ~ 0D PE

The manager talks to Abdi.

6. Did you clock in?

7. Yes, | did.
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8. Did you wash your hands?

9. LQY 42 Ry Di dzy RSNER Gl yYR®

10. Did you wash your hands?

11. Yes, Hid.
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Did You Clock?

Write YES or NO.

1. 1. Abdi has a job.
2 2. Abdi washed his face.
3 3. Abdi washed his hands.
4, 4. Abdi is a manager.
5 5. Abdi clocked in
6 6. Abdi works in a clinic.

Listen. Write the letters.

1. as

ob

6
2. 7
3. _ orks 8. han
4.  uts 9 -
5. ___anager 10. R2 VY Q
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Teacher Scriptor dictation:

1.

o

8.
9.

10.R2y Qi

2
3.
4

has

. job

works

. cuts

manager
yes
your
hand
food
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Did You Clock In?

r 3
-2
J. "
Y f
4

Abdi has a job. Abdi works with food. Abdi cuts food. The
manager sees Abdi. The manager talks to Abdi.

Did you clock in?

Yes, | did.

Did you wash your hands?

LQY &2 NNEOD L R2Yy Qi dzy RSNAIGI
Did you wash your hands?

Yes, | did.
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My Daughter is Sick

I

1. The little girl wakes up. She isksic 32
(
My
Rl dz3 K i}
name is
Kate smith.
g
3. Her mother calls the school. n® {KS ale&a KSNJ RI dzaK
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(

Her teacher 4
is Mrs. Lee. My
daughter is
\_ sick today.
g

5. She saytheteacheQa y I YS ® 6. She says her daughtersisk.
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My Daughter is Sick

Write YES or NO.

1.

2
3
4.
5
6

Listen. Write the letters.

1.

2
3
4.
5

1. The mother is sick.

2. The little girl is sick.

3. The girl calls the school.

4. The little girl is happy.

5. The little girls can go to schomiday.

6. The mother calls the school.

___ttle 6. U
___aughter 7. Ol VQ
___akes 8. schoo
___Ick 9. say

___oday

10. gir
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Teacher Script for dictation:
1. little

2. daughter

3. wakes

4

. sick

o

today

6. up

7.0 y Qi
8. school

9. says

10.girl
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My Daughter Is Sick

The girl wakes up.

The qirl is sick.

Her mother calls the school.

(AO I 1T OEAO OAUOR O-U
Ol AAU85Y
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My Daughter is Sick

The little girl wakes up. Shedsh O1 ® ¢ 2RI & &aKS
school.

| SNJ Y2U0KSNJ Ol ffa (0KS &d0K22f
VIYSo {KS &aleéea GKS G4SIFOKSNRa

AA01 (2RI & 0é
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Mr. Whiteis Sick

Look at the pictures.
2 K I {0 Qproblank?S

Does your head hurt sometimes?

1. This idMIr. White.
2. Mr. Whiteis a man.

3. He is not happy.

Heis sick.

His head hurts.

o o &

His neck hurts.

7. Heistired butheOl y Qi &f SSLIP

8. He goes home.

9.1 A4 az2y lala aa2kKIFiQa GKS YI 0GSNKE
10.1 S &l &asx aaé KSFIR FyR ySO{l NBlIffe Kd
2

11.45+FRY &2dz YyYSSR (G2 &a4SS I R2002NWe¢
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Mr. White Is Sick

Write YES or NO.

1. 1. His back hurts.
His head hurts.
He has a son.
He sleeps a lot.

2
3
4.,
5 He talls to his son.
6

o g A~ W BN

He is happy.

Listen. Write the letters.

1.  ick 6. thi_
2. s /. ma_
3. __urts 8. no_
4.  Ired 9. hea
5 F y QI 10. slee
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Teacher dictation script:

o

8.
9.

> WD

sick

his

hurts

tired

Ol yQi
this

man

not

head

10sleep
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2 K| 0 QMattel?K S
2 K| 0 Qmaatta?K S
My headreally hurts.

You need tsee a doctor

2 Kl 1Qa GKS LINRoO6of SYK

My foot hurts.

My back hurts.

My stomach hurts a lot.

You need to sleep.

You need to stay home.

You need medicine.
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This is Mr. White. Mr. White is a man. He is not happy.

He is sick. His head hurts. His neck hurts. He is tired but
KS OFyQi af SSLo

| S 3283 K2YSo | A&
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Mr. White Goes to the Clinic

.

Look at the pictures.
What are they doing? Where are they?

Do you go to the clinicAVhy do you go
to the clinic?

1. Mr. Whiteis sick.

2. His head hurts.

3.1S OFyQil &t SSLIo

He goes to the clinic.

Heopens the door.

He talks to a woman at a desk.
He says his name.

Then he waits.

© © N o O bk

After a long time, he sees the doctor.
10.The doctor talks tdnim.
11.The doctor checks his body.

12¢ KS R2002NJ aléeasx ad2déySSR YSRAOAYS
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Mr. White Goes to the Clinic

Write YES or NO.

1.

2
3
4.
5
6

Listen. Write the letters.

1.

2
3
4.
5

ead

___leep

oes

oor

aits

o g A~ W BN

He goes to the park.
He waits a long time.
He sees the doctor.
He needs medicine.
He talks to his son.

His stomachurts.

hurt

Ol yQuyuyy

clini

© © N O

des
10. hi_
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Teacher dictation script:

o

8.
9.

> WD

head
sleep
goes
door
waits
hurts
Ol y Qi
clinic

desk

10.him
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Mr. White Goes to the Clinic

Cut the sentences. Put in order.

The doctor checks his body.

He goes to the clinic.

He talks to a woman at a desk.

He opens the door

He waits a long time.

He sees the doctor.

¢tKS R2O0O0G2NJ aléaxy a_ 2d

5
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ok~ 0 DdPF

o

10.

11.
12.

13.

Where Is My Shirt?

This is Blanca.

Blanca has a green shirt.
There is a fish on the shirt.
She likes this shirt.

She likes it a lot.

In the morning, Blanca gets dressed.
She looks for her shirt.

{KS OLyQid FAYR KS

G2 KSNBE Aa Yé &aKAN
GL o agay Rer oiheré

Blanca gets the shirt.

She puts it on.

db2g gKSNB | NB Yeé
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Where Is My Shirt?

Write YES or NO.
1. 1. Blanca has a red shirt.
2.There is a fish on the shirt.

3{KS OFyQl FTAYR KSNI LI yiaa

2

3

4, 4. Her mother washed her shirt.
5 5. Blanca likes her green shirt.
6

6.{f KS OFyQl FTAYR KSN 4aK2Sad

Listen. Write the letters.

1. ___reen 6. thi_

2. ke /. shir

3. ___orning 8. fin__

4.  Uts 9. mothe
5. ash 10. shoe
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Teacher Script for dictation:
1. green
2. like
3. morning
4. puts

wash

o

6. this
7. shirt
8. find
9. mother

10shoes
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Where Is My Shirt?

This is Blanca. Blanca has a green shirt. There is a fish on
the shirt. She likes this shirt. She likes it a lot.

In themorning, Blanca gets dressed. She looks for her
AKANI® {KS OFyQl FAYR KSNJ &KAN.

G2 KSNBE Aa Yeé akKANIiKé akKsS al e
AL 461 aKSR AlGXé aleéea KSNJY20iK

Blanca gets the shirEhe puts it

2y ® db2g3> 6KSNB | K E

Jessica Grace Jonésinnesota Literacy Council, 2013 p. 42 Pre-Beginning ESL Story Bank



Jessica Grace Jon&dinnesota Literacy Council, 2013 p. 43 Pre-Beginning ESL Story Bank



The Perfect Dress

1. This is (ria.
2. Gloria has a daughter.

3.1 SNJ RIIdAK{GSNRa

bSEG 6SS1 Aa

Blancawants to buy a dress for her birthday.

o o bk

They go shopping.

7. They see many dresses.

8. There is a big yellow dress.

t 2 N

[@=iN

9..dzi .tlyOFr R28ayQ

10. There is a blue dress.
11.Butitis very small.
12 There is a white dress with a black belt.

13.Blanca loves it.

146¢KAA Aa GKS LISNFSOi
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The Perfect Dress

Write YES or NO.

1.

2
3
4.
5
6

1. Gloria has a daughter.

2. Today is hebirthday.

3. She wants a dress.

4. She likes the yellow dress.

5. The blue dress is big.

6. She likes the white dress.

Listen. Write the letters.

1.

2
3
4.
5

___ress
____hite
____lkes
___lue

ellow

bi

nex
wee
bu
10. fo_

© © N O
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Teacher Script for dictation:

1.

o

2
3.
4

dress

. White

likes

. blue

yellow
big

next

. week

. but

10 for
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This is Gloria. Gloria has a daughter.
| SNJ RFdzZAKiSNRa yIFEYS Aa .ftFyol o

bSEG ¢SS bithday. Blancayv@rts@buy a
dress for her birthday. They go shopping. They see many
dresses.

There is a big yellow dress. But
.ty OF R2SayQi f A
blue dress. But it is very smalhere is
a white dress with a black belt. Blanc
f20Sa A0® G¢CKAA A
says
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An Apartment for Two

7.
8.
9.

. Mark is a man.

I Aad RIdAKIG

He has a daughter.

Is Margo.

Mark and Margo live

in an apartment,

. There are two bedrooms.

. There are beds in the bedrooms.

Thereis one bathroom.
There is a shower and a bathtub in the bathroom.

There is a big kitchen.

10. There is a table and chairs in the kitchen.

11. Mark and Margo like the apartment.
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'y 1 LI NOYSYd F2NJ

Write YES or NO.

1. 1. They live in &ouse.

2. 2.There is a table in the bedroom.

3. 3. There is a shower in the bathroom.
4, 4. There is a small kitchen

5. 5. There are 3 bedrooms.

Listen. Write the letters.

1. ___able ma

ve bathroo

6

2 7

3. ___ame 8. bathtu
4. B 9. bi_

5

___aughter 10. apartmen
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Teacher Script for dictation:
1. table
2. live
3. name
4

. his

o

daughter
6. man

7. bathroom
8. bathtub
9. big

10.apartment

Jessica Grace Jon&dinnesota Literacy Council, 2013 p. 50 Pre-Beginning ESL Story Bank



An Apartment for Two

Mark is a manHe has a daughtet. A & Rl dzZ3 K3 SN A
Margo.

Mark andMargo live in an apartmenihere are two
bedrooms.There are beds in the bedrooms.

There is one bathroonT here is a shower and a bathtub in
the bathroom.

There is a big kitchen. There is a table and chairs in the
kitchen.Mark and Margo like thapartment.
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Do you have a smoke alarm?

What sound does it make?

Mark and Margo are sleeping.
¢CKSe KSFENJIa.99t3 .99tz .99t d¢
The bedroom is dark.

A A

tKSe OlyQil &assSo

R

Mark turns on the light.
He sees the smoke alarm.

It is beeping!

© N o O

But there is no smoke.

9. There is no fire.
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10.
11.

12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

All night it beeps.
¢tKSe OlyQil af SSLI®

In the morning, Mark calls the apartment manager.

G2 KIFdQa GKS YI (000SNXKE Fala K¢
Gaé avYz21S IFtfINY Aa ONR{SYyO®

Itiso SSLIAY 3 o6dzi GKSNB A& y2 TFTANS
LG ySSRa I ySé ol GUSNERIZE al ¢
GaL OFy O2YS U2Y2NNRgDE

G2S OlyQi aft SSLIE aléa al Nyl o
Gt £t SFasS 02YS (2RI 8H¢
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Write YES or NO.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

{f SSLJ

1. There is a fire in thapartment.

2.¢KS@

Ol.y Qi

at SSLI

3. Margo calls the manager.

4. The smoke alarm is beeping.

5. The manager talks to Mark.

Listen. Write the letters.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

moke

urns
Ire
ight

ear

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

bee
ligh
alar
see

dar
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Teacher Script for dictation:
1. smoke

2. turns

3. fire

4

. night

o

hear
6. beep
7. light
8. alarm
9. sees

10.dark (note: onlykK andcck appear at the end of a word or syllable to make
the /k/ sound)
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